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The start of the fire season has literally 
“flown” past!!

The QRF has been deployed on 16 occasions under the Proof Of Concept mandate 
(figures as at the end of February 2022).

A total of 32.1 hours have been flown and 370 loads or 355 200 litres of water and retardant 
have been dropped on fires.

We have managed to very conservatively say that we have saved in excess of fifty million 
rand`s worth of damage to both properties and infrastructure in both urban/peri-urban and 
rural areas. (The financial figure is a very conservative estimate based on only 6 of the fires 

that were attended).

To date none of the fires to which we responded developed into fires of more than 4 hectares 
in size, and there has been no damage to any structures or crops (livelihoods).

Dale Nortje (Manager of the WFPA) was a guest speaker 
at the quarterly InsureTalk Webinar on 25 February 2022, 

to explain the POC  to the insurance industry 
across the country.

The entire recording is available to watch on the following link:
https://youtu.be/eGtYiMRb5X8

https://youtu.be/eGtYiMRb5X8?fbclid=IwAR2OC8m6tX9vSTWpI9XR8FrHBf_MQoZqaze0DnMcHythBjiLpHkZIc5MgZE


WFPA AERIAL RESOURCE AVAILABILITY FOR DURATION OF 2022 FIRE SEASON 

As you are aware the WFPA QRF proof of concept has proven the value of the Quick Reaction 
Force in the initial attack phase, on the urban interface, saving a substantial amount of financial 
loss to the landowners.

A big thank you to our manager (Dale Nortje), Leading Edge Aviation (Mark Jackson) & the 
Insurance Consortium who had the innovation to finance this project.

This resource will still be available for the duration of the fire season for WFPA members only.  
All members may access the aerial resources for a fire incident on your property.

If a fire that poses an imminent threat to life and property is detected the following 
procedure must be followed:-

1. Report fire to CWDM control room on 021 887 4446.

2. Send the following information via WhatsApp to 071 682 4612 (Manager) and 
076 134 5265 (Administrator duty phone):

• Take a photo of the fire (send to WA groups & above numbers)
• Get a pin location (send to WA groups & above numbers)
• Complete & send a photo of a FULLY completed WFPA Resource Request Form 

(available from the website), above numbers.

Can I pre-allocate funds for aerial resources??

Yes!!  Please send a completed from to info@winelandsfpa.co.za, to facilitate this benefit.

WFPA is now VAT Registered!
As of 1 March 2022 ALL invoices 

will be inclusive of 15% VAT.

mailto:info@winelandsfpa.co.za


WHY DO YOU NEED A BURN 

PERMIT??

• Local Municipal By-Laws require burn permits for controlled 

burning operations.

• WFPA members require a burning permit issued through the 

WFPA according to its rules.

• Cape Winelands District Fire Services are mandated to fight 

veldfires and can give the best safety advice.

• Avoid unnecessary hassle & cost if the Fire Department 

gets called out to put out your “wildfire”.

• Immediate community assistance, should a “wildfire” occur.

It is an offence under the National Veld and Forest Fire Act 

(Act 101 of 1998):

• to light, use or maintain a fire in the open air when the fire 

danger is high;

• to leave a fire unattended or before properly extinguished; or

• if a fire spreads and causes injury or damage.

• COMPLETE ONLINE FORM
https://winelandsfpa.co.za/burn-permit/
COST = R287.50 including VAT

• INSPECTION BY FIRE OFFICER
10 – 14 working days.  Inspections only starting on 3 
May 2022

• PERMIT NUMBER
Burn Permit Number will be issued by Officer after 
inspection

• INFORM NEIGHBOURS & WA GROUPS
1 day before burning inform neighbours & WA groups of 
burn

• INFORM FIRE SERVICES CONTROL ROOM OF BURN
On the day (before burning), call control room and give 
burn permit number – (021) 887 4446



Introduction

The following courses in veld fire training are currently offered by the WFPA. There is a short description per 
course with the target attendees. It must be noted that the training is designed in such a way that it is important 
to note that there is a sequential building block process adopted in NQF Outcomes Based training, to which we 
subscribe, and all our training is presented by Registered Accredited training institutions and instructors. 
The reason for this is that these trainers adhere to the registered Unit Standards on the NQF (National 
Qualifications Framework), which means that there is a national standard and also these courses could lead to a 
relevant qualification, as and when these are registered. 
It is therefore important that everyone in your respective organization, no matter what their position, attend the 
training from a basic level up to the highest course offered, as this will firstly give a solid grounding in the basics 
and give insight into what is presented to your staff, as well as embedding fundamental skills, both practical and 
theoretical, making the development process easier when doing more advanced training.

Courses

Basic fire-fighting (Unit Standard 117079/117082) Duration 2 days. (Refresher course 1 day).

This course is for persons who will be doing active fire-fighting using both hand tools and basic pumps and hoses 
typically found on skid units (bakkie-sakkies) and custom built fire-fighting equipment on water trailers. The 
course covers both theory and practical sessions designed to ensure competence on successful completion of the 
course.

Crew Leader (Unit Standard 123231) Duration 3 days.

This course is for persons who would typically be first level supervisors of teams and or equipment used in both 
initial and extended attack scenarios. Candidates should have completed the basic fire-fighting course previously. 
The course will cover more advanced fire behaviour and safety and basic leadership as well as very basic tactical 
planning. The course is theoretical with desktop scenarios used to both train and evaluate participants, again to 
ensure competence on successful completion of the course. 

Division Supervisor /Fireboss Level 1 (Unit Standard 376882) Duration 3 days.(Refresher 1 day).

Persons attending this course should have completed BOTH basic fire-fighting and crew leader training previously. 
This course is for persons who will manage either an initial attack, using multiple resources, or be allocated to a 
section of a larger fire as a Division Supervisor also managing multiple resources. The course is theoretical and 
covers more advanced fire behaviour and safety, as well as both strategic and tactical planning. Desktop scenarios 
and group work are again used to both train and evaluate candidates to ensure competence on successful 
completion of the course. 

Available training dates will be 
communicated through the FMU 

WhatsApp Groups, Email & the website.
www.winelandsfpa.co.za

http://www.winelandsfpa.co.za/






The entire recording is available 
to watch on the following link:

https://youtu.be/eGtYiMRb5X8

The Mountain View Football Team was started
by parents from the Jamestown Community.

This initiative is headed by Stephen Florence
(who is the Stellenbosch Airfield Grounds
Manager). Stephen says that this initiative keeps
the youngsters off the streets and away from
mischief.

Leading Edge Aviation (LEA) became involved
with the MVFC in 2018, sponsoring footballs. In
December 2021, LEA in conjunction with
Stephen, designed and ordered a complete
soccer team kit. Supporting the team with their
own kit, has given them a sense of pride and
belonging.

The team played their first match wearing their
new kit (just after this photo was taken), and
won 5-0.

LEA wishes Stephen and his team a happy and
victorious season ahead.

https://youtu.be/eGtYiMRb5X8?fbclid=IwAR2OC8m6tX9vSTWpI9XR8FrHBf_MQoZqaze0DnMcHythBjiLpHkZIc5MgZE

