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As we begin our 2021/22 fire season there are a number of exciting new developments within our FPA.

Firstly, in line with our strategy of becoming more “business” oriented, in order to provide services to our
members, we are making available the use of both helicopters and ground crews on a “pay as you go”
basis. This will enhance the existing resources available within the Cape Winelands District and FPA area`s
immediately adjacent, namely Greater Overberg FPA and Cape Peninsular FPA, but will in no way interfere
with the resources used by the respective Fire Services.
The aircraft have only been secured as a result of the WFPA negotiating,
long and hard, with both a consortium of short term insurers and a service
provider, in what is referred to as an “initial attack proof of concept”.
The consortium is making available very limited funds to ensure two
dedicated helicopters, with very limited flying time, to assist with immediate
maximum initial attack within a 50km radius of Stellenbosch Airfield, if an
ignition should occur where there is an imminent threat to life and property.
These aerial resources will only be available to fully paid up members of the
relevant FPA`s on a second call basis, and will be solely activated and managed through the WFPA
Manager.
Secondly the WFPA will be giving an opportunity to both existing and new contractor ground crews to
provide services to members, in all aspects of integrated fire management (IFM) within the district, also on
user pays basis. These teams will be available throughout the year, and again will be deployed only through
the WFPA manager.
The Cape Winelands District Fire Work Group has met and the
“hotspots” have been identified as well as confirming the response
protocols of all the role-players. All the resources that are available
have also been shared and the IMT documents will be completed
by 15th November 2021.
Training has also been taking place in the district and we would like to remind all our members that they
need to check if all the training certificates are still valid as they do have expiry dates and refresher training
may need to be completed.
As a result of the good rainy season there is a lot of fuel, especially fine flashy fuels such as grasses, which
could result in rapid spread of fires should ignitions occur. This means we are expecting a busy season and
request that fires are reported firstly to the CWDM Control Room and then via the member whatsapp
groups for the relevant FMU`s or Wards.
Please remain vigilant and stay safe.
We wish you a blessed and peaceful Christmas holiday period.
Dale Nortje
Manager WFPA

WFPA RESOURCE REQUEST PROCEDURE (MEMBERS ONLY)
If a fire that poses an imminent threat to life and property is detected the following
procedure must be followed:1.

Report fire to CWDM control room on 021 887 4446.

2.

Send the following information via Whatsapp to 071 682 4612 (Manager) and
076 134 5265 (Administrator duty phone):
•
•
•

Take a photo of the fire
Get a pin location
Complete & send a photo of a FULLY completed WFPA Resource Request Form
(available from the website).

3.

The manager will give you an estimate of the amount that will be required.

4.

Make EFT payment as per Managers advice and send photo of Proof of Payment (P.O.P)
via Whatsapp to both numbers as above, AND send the P.O.P. via email to
info@winelandsfpa.co.za
NB. Steps 2-4 must be fully completed BEFORE any aerial resources will be deployed.
Steps 3-4 must be completed if ground teams are required.

Tania Cloete
info@winelandsfpa.co.za
(021) 888 5821 / 076 1345 265
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The Disaster Management division of the Cape Winelands District Municipality (CWDM), in partnership with
Santam and representatives from the Breede Valley Municipality, hosted a successful disaster simulation
exercise, Hazmat Simex, on Wednesday, 10 November 2021. The simulation is a learning exercise that
enables all role-players to evaluate response, communication, cooperation and collaborative responses
during a disaster situation. The scenario for this simulation was a re-enactment of a collision between an oil
tanker and a small truck containing a few passengers and took place just before the weighbridge outside
Rawsonville on the old N1.

District news

The partnership between Santam and the CWDM is aimed at initiating projects that identify and mitigate
risks. This particular simulation looked at ensuring the protection of lives, property and the environment
during an accident involving hazardous material. The CWDM’s Disaster Management division and Pieter
Smit of SIMU3 planned and initiated this event.
The first phase included the identification of all role-players and a ‘table top’ exercise prior to the day of the
simulation. The procedures followed are prescribed by the Incident Command System, which is an
internationally accepted system of managing incidents and events and applied by disaster responders.
The incident was declared at 10h18 and the first responders on the scene immediately implemented safety
protocols. This included closing the road, dispatching the necessary resources and securing the scene, which
needs to be done before casualties can be attended to and, in the case of hazardous material, requires the
immediate application of vapour suppressant. Once this was completed, the EMS team could safely
evaluate and treat patients while the fire services, assisted by Spilltech, continued with the isolation, diking
and damming of the hazardous material. To add some authenticity to the day, a group of students from
Stenden South Africa fulfilled the roles of injured patients and ‘pushy’ journalists. The event was
demobilised by 11h25.
Many role players are involved in any rescue operation and this simulation was no exception. Responders
included Rawsonville SAPS, EMS, FPS, provincial and local traffic services, Breede Valley Municipality’s Fire
and Communications services and the Fire, Disaster and Communication services of the CWDM. Had this
been an actual incident, it would have posed a significant risk to the environment and therefore
representatives from the departments of Agriculture and Environmental Affairs were also on the scene.
The CWDM’s executive director: Community Development and Planning Services, Pietie Williams, expressed
the participant’s gratitude to Spilltech, GRW and Du Toit’s Kloof Wines for their involvement in and support
of the exercise. “Thank you to the private industries that without hesitation agreed to form part of this vital
exercise.”
During the debriefing on the day after the simulation, Pieter Smit of SIMU3 who was contracted by Santam
to conduct the simulation and evaluation stated, “All role-players performed at 100 percent. Everyone knew
what to do and when to do it. I extend my congratulations to all involved.”
Source: Jo-Anne Otto, deputy director: Communication Services, Cape Winelands District Municipality

